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tween these two Great Powers over the Balkan Problem.100
But this understanding was merely temporary, and in-
tended, at any rate by Russia, merely as a stop-gap until
Sukhomlinov's army reorganization had produced results
and a new Black Sea Fleet been created.   As the Russian
Ambassador in Paris wrote to Izvolski in February, 1910:
An agreement of this sort, concluded for a certain num>
her of years, would leave the Balkan States at perfect
liberty, both in regard to their internal development as well
as to their mutual relations, which they might develop in
every possible way.   At the same time Russia would be
placed in a position which would enable her to develop her
military forces in all security and to prepare herself for
those events which cannot be avoided.   In the meantime
the further evolution of the Ottoman Empire would be
•clearer—the problems would mature, and we should be able
to meet the events that are to be foreseen much better
equipped than otherwise.101
Similarly M, Nekliudov relates that in 1911, when he
was received by the Tsar before taking up his post at
Sofia, Nicholas II said to him, "after an intentional pause,
stepping backwards and fixing me with a penetrating stare:
'Listen to me, Nekliudov; do not for one instant lose sight
of the fact that we cannot go to war. I do not wish for
war; as a rule I shall do all in my power to preserve for
my people the benefits of peace. But at this moment, of
all moments, everything which might lead to war must be
avoided. It would be out of the question for us to face
a war for five or six years—in fact till 1917, . . , Though
if the most vital interests and the honour of Russia were
at stake, we might, if it were absolutely necessary, accept
a challenge in 1915; but not a moment sooner—in any
circumstances or under any pretext whatsoever.'"102
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